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Mullingar Musical Society
Mullingar Arts Centre, 
Mullingar, County Westmeath
+353 (0) 44-9347777 
dwhelehan@westmeatcoco.ie 
www.mullingarartscentre.ie

An adult group which stages an annual 
musical. This year’s production is The Full 
Monty.

Dance Companies

Apollo School of Dance
Mullingar Arts Centre, 
Mullingar, County Westmeath
+353 (0) 44-9347777 
dwhelehan@westmeatcoco.ie 
www.mullingarartscentre.ie

Scheduled to launch in September 2012, the 
Apollo School of Dance will provide tuition in 
disco and tap dancing.

Dionysus School of Dance
Mullingar Arts Centre, 
Mullingar, County Westmeath
+353 (0) 44-9347777 
dwhelehan@westmeatcoco.ie 
www.mullingarartscentre.ie

Weekly classes providing tuition in a fusion 
of styles comprising jazz/contemporary/
classical/musical theatre and hip-hop dance. 
An annual show takes place in June.

O’Reilly School of Irish Dancing
Mullingar Arts Centre, 
Mullingar, County Westmeath
+353 (0) 44-9347777 
dwhelehan@westmeatcoco.ie 
www.mullingarartscentre.ie

Irish dancing tuition is delivered on a weekly 
basis at the Mullingar Arts Centre.

School of Ballet
Mullingar Arts Centre, 
Mullingar, County Westmeath
Mullingar, County Westmeath
+353 (0) 44-9347777 
dwhelehan@westmeatcoco.ie
www.mullingarartscentre.ie

Tuition is provided for pupils from pre-primary 
to Grade 8. Candidates are prepared for 
examinations administered by the Royal 
Academy of Dance and pupils participate in 
showcase productions at the Arts Centre.

 
Synergy and Light School 
of Movement and Performance
Athlone, County Westmeath 
Suzanne Hogan: +353 (0) 86 8677164
suzi@synergyandlight.com 
www.synergyandlight.com
Niall O’Connell +353 (0) 86 3123588
niall@synergyandlight.com 
www.synergyandlight.com

Synergy & Light School of Movement and 
Performance is a dynamic performance group 
that fuses contemporary dance, Laban dance, 
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theatre, circus and performance skills to teach 
innovative and creative classes designed 
to empower and ignite the imagination. The 
concept was conceived and developed by 
Professional Artist/Performer Suzanne Hogan 
and Social Care Professional Niall O’Connell, 
who between them share 16 years experience 
delivering fun and unique learning objectives. 

Libraries  / Galleries / 
Studios

Athlone Art Gallery & 
Abbey Road Artists’ Studios
 + 353 (0) 90 6442130 
info@athloneartandheritage.ie 
www.athloneartandheritage.ie

Athlone Art Gallery is a new space dedicated 
to showcasing contemporary art for local and 
national audiences. Two impressive gallery 
spaces combined with an architecturally 
unique glass, riverside viewing gallery provide 
a welcome and sophisticated addition to the 
cultural landscape of Athlone. The galleries 
location – across the road from the renovated 
Athlone Castle adds vibrancy to the already 

bustling left bank area of Athlone. The gallery 
provides a varied schedule of programming 
featuring a range of local, national and 
international artists which aims to both excite 
and challenge audiences.

Abbey Road studios opened in September 
2011 and has since then placed itself firmly on 
the map, as a facility very much at the heart 
of artistic and creative endeavor in Athlone. 
Located in the historic old workhouse building, 
only the artwork visible on the ground and first 
floor windows gives a clue as to the level of 
creative activities, workshops and exhibitions 
going on in the facility. Four individual ground 
floor art studio spaces for rent are occupied 
by artists, crafts people, photographers and 
award winning visual arts graduates. The 
Upstairs@studio5 space is a large space 
available for use by exhibitors, educationalists, 
community groups, local professionals and 
resident artists.

Athlone Art Gallery and Abbey Road studios 
operate in tandem which each other creating 
pathways for artists to follow a course of 
meaningful progression within their practice. 
The range of educational and outreach 
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activities of the two venues are devised under 
the custodianship of Athlone Art and Heritage 
which is also responsible for Athlone Castle. 
Details of exhibitions, events, educational 
programmes, opening times, space availability 
and community initiatives - across all these 
facilities can be accessed on the website – 
www.athloneartandheritage.ie

Aidan Heavey Public Library & Gallery
Athlone Civic Centre, 
Athlone, County Westmeath
+353 (0)90 644 2157/8/9 
athlib@westmeathcoco.ie 
www.westmeathcoco.ie

The Aidan Heavey Library enjoys a town centre 
location as part of the award winning Civic 
Offices built in 2004 and hosts regular exhibits.
 
 
Castlepollard Library & Gallery
Castlepollard Library, Civic Offices, Mullingar 
Road, Castlepollard, County Westmeath
+ 353 (0) 44 9332199 
cpdlib@westmeathcoco.ie
www.westmeathcoco.ie

This purpose built library opened in 2004 as part 
of Westmeath County Council Civic Office 
complex on the Mullingar Road and hosts 
regular exhibits.

Kilbeggan Library & Gallery
Kilbeggan Library, The Square, Kilbeggan, 
County Westmeath
+353 (0)57 9333148 
Killib@westmeathcoco.ie
www.westmeathcoco.ie
 
Based in the square in the old market house, 
the library hosts regular exhibits.
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Moate Library & Gallery
Main Street, Moate, County Westmeath
+ (0)90 6481888 
moatelib@westmeathcoco.ie
www.westmeathcoco.ie

This community library offers a selection of 
books and audio material for all ages. In 
addition, it offers access to the internet and the 
online catalogue. The library holds a selection 
of community information and local history 
material. The library hosts regular exhibits.

Mullingar Library & Gallery
County Buildings, Mount Street, Mullingar, 
County Westmeath
+353 (0)44 9332161
mgarlib@westmeathcoco.ie
www.westmeathcoco.ie

This library enjoys a central town location as 
part of the new County Buildings complex, in 
close proximity to Blackhall car park, the library 
hosts regular exhibits.

The Atrium
Westmeath County Council, County Buildings, 
Mullingar, County Westmeath
+353 (0)44 9332140 
arts@westmeathcoco.ie
www.westmeathcoco.ie

The Atrium offers a unique opportunity for 
professional visual artists and community arts 
groups to exhibit their work for free in a vibrant 
and dynamic public space. 

The Garden Art Gallery
Crowenstown, Delvin, County Westmeath
+353 (0) 44-9664723 
www.zhibit.org/thegardengallery

Displaying affordable art in a rustic rural 
setting.

The Platform Gallery
Tullynally Castle, Castlepollard, 
County Westmeath
+353 (0)44 9661159
tullynallycastle@eircom.net
www.tullynallycastle.com

An exhibition space for site specific 
contemporary visual arts or multidisciplinary 
collaborations curated by professional 
practising artists Nicola Lane & Karl Somers.
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Craft & Craft Workers

Danielle Allison Storyteller
188 River Village, Monksland, 
Athlone, Co Wesmeath
+353 (0) 87 959 2835 
piperallison@eircom.net

Danielle tells a wide range of stories, which 
often involve audience participation. Her 
sense of humour, creativity and adaptability 
allow her to relate to audiences of all ages. 
She tells stories at playschools, libraries, schools, 
camps, festivals and private functions. She 
brings you some of her favourite tales of the 
magical bananas, hungry cats, feasts and 
children. Join her as she transports you to 
places near and far with stories that are funny, 
serious, wise and interactive... all at once. Not 
to be missed! Come share Danielle’s world of 
lively village characters, the cranky witch who 
lives at the edge of the hill, and the eccentric 
king who lives on top of the hill in his castle. 
Danielle’s interactive and mimed stories bring 
you there. You meet wonderful friendly animals 
there too; who cause the characters some 
problems. From riddles and rhymes to magical 
tales of imagination there is something for 
everyone to listen and enjoy.

Athlone Arts Group
C/o Mary Burrows, 
The Beeches, Coosan, Athlone.
+353 (0)872118177 
maryburrows@vodafone.ie

The Athlone Arts Group. A group of artists 
who meet and paint collectively and exhibit 
annually.

Ballinahown Irish Designer Craft Village
Ballinahown, County Westmeath
+353 (0)90 643022 / 30405 
www.corecrafteddesign.com

Visiting Core Crafted Design is a unique 
experience in itself. The aroma of freshly ground 
coffee, and the temptation of locally baked 
artisan food from the Core café is tempting 
as one browses the extensive range of locally 
produced crafts, including ceramics, jewellery, 
paintings, glasswork, paper, woodwork, 
textiles, and metalwork. The attention to detail 
is evident throughout the outlet, down to the 
beautifully presented gift wrapping, to ensure 
that as you leave you can be confident in your 
purchase of a beautifully hand crafted piece 
of designer work.
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Babylons Inferno
3 Cionn Torc, 
Castlepollard, County Westmeath.
+353 (0) 871159339 
rivendellcoven@gmail.com

Westmeath based fire dancing troop with a 
decade experience in fire dancing.

Bog Buddies 
4 Bastion St. Athlone, County Westmeath
+ 353 ( 0) 90 64 94 954 
bogbuddies@gmail.com 
www.bogbuddies.com

Fun and unique framed gifts hand made form 
real Irish Bog. Personalised gifts for weddings, 
engagements and special occasions! 
Corporate inquiries welcome.

Catherine Rock
Hillquarter,  Coosan, 
Athlone, County Westmeath
+353 (0) 906474890 
catherinemrock@gmail.com

Catherine is an artist working in the medium of 
oils and mixed media.
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Celtic Roots Bog Wood Studio
The Old Schoolhouse, Ballinahown, Athlone, 
County Westmeath
+353 (0)90 6430404 | info@celticroots.ie 
www.celticroots.ie

The carvings created in the Celtic Roots studio 
draw on the attractive, credible and relevant 
aspects of Ireland, in particular the midlands of 
Ireland, its people and their culture to develop 
a distinctive personality for the work.

Clonmacnoise Pottery
Kilgargin, Fardrum, County Westmeath
+353 (0)90 6430379

Being based near the historic site of 
Clonmacnoise provides inspiration for Damian 
O’Brien. His deep connection with the history 
of Westmeath influences the earthly organic 
shapes of his mainly salt glazed and wood 
fired wares.

Glasson Arts and Crafts Centre 
Main St, Glasson, County Westmeath
+353 (0)90 6439815

Glasson Arts & Crafts Centre offers pottery, arts 
and craft workshops. Courses are available 
for people with special needs and music 
lessons can be arranged. Please telephone in 
advance.

Made in Westmeath
www.madeinwestmeath.ie

Made in Westmeath’ – an 
exciting new initiative which 
profiles innovative and quality 
craft in Westmeath. Presenting 
new collections of jewellery, 
textiles, handbags, wood 
products, soaps, fashion, felt 
works, millinery, bog oak, and 
much more. A selection of hand 
made craft is available in Mount 
St., Mullingar.
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Genesis Fine Arts Ltd., 
Mullingar Business Park, 
Mullingar, County Westmeath, 
+353 (0)44 9344948
sales@genesisireland.com
www.genesisireland.com

Bringing the art of sculpture to life, the Genesis 
Fine Arts range of products brings gallery 
quality into the home.

Mullingar Pewter 
Mullingar, County Westmeath
+353 (0)44 93 48791 | info@mullingarpewter.
com | www.mullingarpewter.com

The craft of pewter making was revived in 
Ireland by Mullingar Pewter. Each piece is 
still made in the traditional way by skilled 
craftspeople, specially trained in traditional 
casting methods and delicate hand finishing.

Sharleen McCaffrey
98A Sean Costello Street, 
Irishtown, Athlone, County Westmeath
+353 (0)863911128 
www.sharleenmccaffrey.ie 
designsharleen@gmail.com

Sharleen’s label caters for the style conscious 
lady who desires exceptional quality clothing 
but at a reasonable price. Every garment is 
specifically designed for the client and is a 
once-off piece. Women who are frustrated 
at not being able to find an item with a wow 
factor in any boutique can indulge their style 
fantasies by commissioning a unique design 

that exudes sophistication and cutting edge 
style. Sharleen’s designs are modern yet 
echo classic themes and are guaranteed 
to be a timeless, highly covetable addition 
to an eye-catching wardrobe. The carefully 
chosen fabrics are rich, luxurious and 
individually sourced from multiple suppliers. 
The craftsmanship, tailoring and attention to 
detail she brings to the manufacture of her 
garments are impeccable.

Emma Noonan Designs
+ 353 (0) 872061515
emma-noonan@hotmail.com

Emma Noonan is a Textile Artist and Designer. 
Her work and practice is based around Textile 
digital printing, freestyle embroidery and 
handmade paper with embellishments. She 
likes to create pieces of textile artwork using 
projected images and a collection of mixed 
medias i.e. paper, inks, fabric dye, minor 
foam (expandex for screen printing), silk 
rayon treads and wire. Emma creates artwork 
that can be developed into digitally printed 
fabrics, for ladies fashion accessories or interior 
decoration.



35

05 Creative
Community

The Glasson Craft Gallery  
Glasson village, Athlone, County Westmeath.
+ 353 (0) 906439760 | info@glassoncraft.ie
www.glassoncraft.ie    

Situated in the centre of the picturesque 
Glasson village, ‘village of the roses’ and next 
to Grogans famous pub is the Glasson Craft 
Gallery. The Gallery plays host to an eclectic 
mix of genuine Irish homemade craft and 
original art. Behind the narrow shopfront you 
can browse the constantly varying collection 
of ceramics, glassware, textiles, jewelery, 
woodcraft, artisan foods and much more 
and learn about the local makers and their 
crafts. The shop houses a small art gallery 
with an excellent picture framing facility 
where paintings and photographic prints can 
be admired and indeed purchased. Guest 
artist exhibitions are a feature of the Gallery. 
Glasson village, close to the shores of Lough 
Ree has become a’ foodies’ hub where you 
will be spoilt for choice in the many award 
winning restaurants both in the village and in 
the close locality.

Wood B Designs
Seán Costello St, Athlone,
County Westmeath 
+353 (0)90 6477468
brendan_dunne@woodbdesigns.com 
www.woodbdesigns.com

Brendan Dunne along with his partner Paula 
started the Wood B Designs business in January 
2002. They produce high quality unique designs 
from Irish hardwood.

Photography Clubs

Midlands Photography Club 
midlandsphotography@gmail.com
www.midlandsphotographyclub.com

Meet once a fortnight in the Prince of Wales 
Hotel in Athlone and take a break of a couple 
of months over the summer.



MidlandsIreland.ie

Bridge Centre, Bridge Street

Tullamore, County Offaly

T: + 353 (0) 57 93 52996/7 

E: info@midlandsireland.ie

www.midlandsireland.ie
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